OR, THE 


ARMIES 
FIGGARIES: 


BEING SOME 


ANIMADVERSIONS 


[4 9 4 hed *X 


Upon their late 


DECLARATION. 


I 65 9. 


ns e——_—_—_— 


When there was no Kg in Iſrael, every 
man did what ſeemed good in bu owne 
eyes. 


: Printed in the Year, 16 59. 
AASAAAALAAASALALMAAAAAAAALA 


-_ a 


(3) 


, 


"ODDDDDDOPOOPODPEES BO 
þ$4/$: +4920 0 $0 


+ $4 


FAST ad LOOSE 


OR T HE 


ARMIES FIGGARIES 
@X&c. 


'J* preſent ſtate of theſe Nations are in no 
circumſtance ſo bad as in this , that according 
to all humane judgement they are in no like- 
lihocd of being betterz ſo that unlefle rhe providence 
of God hall interpoſe by an high hand , we are in dan- 
er of ſuffering ſhipwrack : he 15a ſtranger in Iſrael that 
__— not the fad diſtrations , fightings, pillages, and 
other inconveniencies which attend civil War; in what 
abundance they have been poured out upon us, and yet 
we are as far trom enjoying any of thoſe priviledges or 
freedomes, for which we pretended to begin the quarrel 
as at firſt, nay it hath been our portion co meet wick 
ſuch inſtruments , who as the Apoſtle ſaith, have out- 
done thoſe who have condemned , and when oppertu- 
nity hath been pur into their hands not returning us 
again into the waies of peace and ſafety , have miſera» 
bly , deceitfully , and baſely brought us to wadein 
blood afreſh, and rread the ſteps of confuſion : when I 
ſeriouſly confider the proteſtations, declarations, oaths, 
and engagements of chis preſent Army 3 and thoſe men 
whom they lately diffolved have run through, their de- 
portment and behaviour, ſolietle (quaring with what 


they have profciled ; I cannot but ſay with a ſad heart, 
A 2 chart 


that thoſe who chiefly cryed out for our Libertyes, were 
the greateſt infringers of them, and thoſe who all along 
have had maps be. their mouths bur God , the provi- 
of God, the advancement of Religion, and the like, 
have in their aRings plainly demonſtrated a high con- 
renrpt of religion, yea and of God himſelf, whole name 
they have (o often called tothe witneſle of a lie, as if 
they believe not him when he ſaith, I will not bold bim 
guiltleſs that takgth my name in vain. 

I ſhall look back co the beginning of all our prefenc 
woes, of which a breviate ſhall ſuffice, in regard others 
have beſtowed their pains largely that way ; ſo then not 
to trouble you with remembrance of the Covenant 
which was manifeſtly brokeity , by ſo many of the long 
Parliament as were {uffered to lic till the Kings death ; 
and , many other things of like nature : I ſhall onely 
here give notice that the Army refuſed to disband 
x as. commanded by that power which raiſed them, 
and after that took engagement to be true to the Com- 
mon-wealch wichour fingle perſon or houſe of Lords, yet 
in a while were . a means of ſetting up Oliver Cromwel 
© you as a fingle perſon, by the name of ProteQtor ; 
to him they addrefſe themſelves as in a high manner , as 
thedeliverer of theſe Nations from ruine, &c. he was 
indeed a man of great parts, and as long as we continue 
ſuch a diſcontented people as we are, *t1s pity we ſhonld 
want ſuch a government, if he may not be admitted, 
toward whom is bent the general wiſhes and defires of 
the people. Richard ſucceeded Oliver in the Proteftor- 
ſhip, a man of good diſpoſition, but bad fortune, I can- 
not think him a fool , though he was outwicted, having 
ſo many cunnmg huckſters to deal with; all of chem am- 
bitious of rule , and were ſomuch che more defirous to 
fly an high picch , becauſe their riſe was taken from a 
low ground; atthe entrance of his raign, addrefles and 
ſalutations came in abundance from all parts of the Na- 
tion, eſpecially from the Army , and ſeem'd to have as 
much reſpe& as if he had been born King of my 
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he cauſed a Parliament to be choſen, the choiſe was ve- 
ry free , aud certainly the Major part ofnaon cho- 
ſen, were men wholly reſolved for the good of their par- 
ticular Counties, and for the Nation in general j but 
they began too ſoon to think of calling thoſe toan 
account, who had ftingredthe publick money, and chea- 

ted che State of great ſums, for ſome of thoſe being 
great ones, wrought ſo powerfully under hand with the 
Army, that partly by cunning gornry by threats , they 
cauſe the ProteQor to ligne a Warrant for their diſſolu- 
tion, otherwiſe they would have done it without him ; 
pretending to provide for tender conſciences of the 
. godly , when indeed it was to fave the necks and purſes 
of the wicked : that which gave the Army a motive 
hereunto, was becauſe this Parliament had a purpoſe of 
ſecuring the Nation by Milicia and trained bands, as in 
- former times, and (o to disband this Army being a very 
great burthen : po the Officers of the Army at this 
turn knew no: well what courſe to ſteer , but afrer ſome 

debate called the long Parliament to fit again, and now 
being not well content with theſe neither as not ating 
totheir ſatisfaftion , they thought good to ſend them 
home each man to his habitation , and to juſtify this 
ation of theirs, have mu forth a Declaration , upon 
which you may be pleaſedto take ſome few Agimadver- 
ſions only upon a few of the principal heads. 

In the firſt , ſecond and third pages, they ſay that 
their care was great how to ſertle this Common-wealth, 
and that therefore they delivered the power and truit 
of theſe Nations into the hands of theſe men. 

I cannot bur call ro mind how often the Army decla- 
red, and this laſt rump of a Parhamene voted the ſu- 
preme power in the people, and upon that very account 
cut off the King, under a pretence that he a&ed con- 
erary tothe truſt repoled in him by the people, yet now 
the Souldiers have the power and truſt of theſe Nations, 
obſerve, they can have no power but from the cople; 
from whom they never yet legally hadany , and there- 
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fore they could make no delivery of it to the Parlia- 
ment, bur ſuch as one thief makes to another, and ſure- 
ly neither of them can be ſaid to keep our Liberties in 
any ſence but againſt carnal law, reaſon, and the will of 
thoſe ro whom it doth belong 3; *tis certain the Army 
lookt upon them as men that would in all particulars 
comply with their unſatiable defires, and tis thoughr 
they would had the quarrel not been about ſoveraignty 
and durance, for they like their Maſters would be ever- 
laſting, having noliking to return form places of ſuch 
vaſt profit as they enjoy co fit ſtill and ger nothing, eſpe- 
cially if there ſhould be a returning from whence they 
came, {ome from a Collonel co a Cobler : but enough 
of that, 

Page four , five, fix, We underſtand many learned 
men are of opinion, that theſe men were wholly diffol- 
ved from beinga Parliament , by their late interrupt:- 
on eſpecially by the peoples chooling a new : yet bemg 
defirous like drowning men to lay hold of every ewig, or 
any thing that had but the appearance of civil autho- 
rity, though fit to call them together again , we dehred 
an At of Indempnity , which came forth imperfte&, we 
delired a General which alſo was not granted to our 
mind, and we were all forced to receive Commiſſions 
there, 

They ſay the Parliament was diffoly*d before ; if ſo, 
by what Law can any company of Raſcals make them 
whole, or capable ofa8ing as a Parliament ? nay, the 
King could not properly make a Parliament without 
the Peoples choice , how much lefle can theſe do it, 
who have no power, no authority,but force and fraud? 
ſo that chey muſt needs be no lefſe then Uſurpers and 
Tyrants in the higheſt degree , and one of the greateſt 
p__ that ever befell the Engliſh; and we ne 
1ope , that when we are ſuffticiencly humbled for all 
our impieties and provocations with which we have 
offended God, he may deti:y thoſe Locuſts from 


amongſt us : But further,if no Parhament,what _ 
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couldthey expe to receive by any A of Indempnity 
which wasto be, or might have been made by them ? 
therefore it ſeems,in this ſence,they were willing tolay 
hold upon every twig , and to imbrace any thing that 
had but an appearance of Authority, more then = 
pearance it muſt not be; a true reall authority legally 
deduted can be at nomore agreement with - & then 
lighe with darknefle, true Engliſh hate and ſcorn to do 
ſuch drudgery for them as theſe Gown-men have done, 
et all wo'nt pleaſe *em ; and why ſhould the people 
a thus deluded or baffled with more; this day the 
Parliament of the Common-wealth of Exg/and to be 
maintained againſt all Oppolſers, the'next day an 
appearance of Authority , a Kickſhaw, or the Armies 


Puppets. 

Oe wouldthink the receiving Commiſſons at their 
hands had heen obligation enough; but where the 
Sword is rampant nothing can reſt , eſpecially when 
thoſe that uſe it know no confcience bue 3heir 

ay. 
: In ſome other following pages they declare what in- 
jury was offered to Lambert, and fome other Officers 
of the Army by voting them out of Commiſſion forno- 
thing; for ſay they, If he had offended,why nor call'd 
to anſwer for bimſclfte? 

Me thinks in this Declaration , and ſome late ations 
of theirs, they ſpeak aloud, that they will rule; it were 
well, that they had put offcheir Viſors ſooner , and ap» 
pear*d in their colours as at this day, and have cloak*d 
all their villainy under Religious pretences ; for by 
that means they have the Lords offerings to ſtink in the 
noſtrils of the people : and have rendred themſelves 
guilty of notorious difimulations, Rebellions and per- 
juries, _—_— any parallel even among the Hea- 
then : this laſt charge hath as lietle of truth or reaſon 
as any thereſt; for this Army did acknowledge thoſe 
men a Parliament in their Dcclaration of the 6. of May 
laſt , and by receiving Commiſſions immediacely H_ 
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them, did acknowledge that they were the ſupream Au- 
thoricy of che Nation (at leaſt to them) now there can 
be no pep where therc-is no right; the Parliameut 
did not legally, norupon any account whatſoever owe 
to Lembert or the ſuch and ſuch places, bur were 
at their free liberty to chooſe whom chey choughe mot 
fic and convenientz 'and upon that account ,- though 
they did owne himto day , and reje& him to morrow , 
though for no crime, yet had he no wrong : 'for if I, 
or any man, take a Servant, I injure no mau whom [ 
take not , becauſe the liberty of chaoking is of right my 
own ; but then w is done, when a ſervant is put 
upon me whom I dehire not (for ſome reaſons) to 1m- 

oy any longer; and you may be ſure that Bottomleſſe 
Fon ( as Oliver uſed to call kim ) was not curn'd out of 
Commiſſion for nothing, 

They declare further , that the Parliament made an 
-A, that no perſon or perſons whatſoever ſhould raiſe 
money without conſent of the ary mw Parliamenc ; 
and thereſore do declare all cheir Atts ant rders fince 
the tenth of Ofdober, null and void. 

I with ſome Conjurer, Afﬀrologer , or ſome of our 
hair-brain'd Prophets were able co let us know what is 
the extent of thele mens mindes; "cis incerted in moſt 
of their Propoſals towards a ſettlement; and hath been 
laid down as one thing chicfly fought for: What this 

retended Parliament have done in this caſe, they have 
h one and the other declared ir to be right and 
jaſt; _ viz. that no money ought to be raiſed with- 
out the - Peoples conſent in Parhament : but in- 
deed that is molt right that beſt ſuics with the Armies 
exigencies, the government which they exerciſe being 
wholly arbitrary and Tyrannicall, though, they have 
oft-rimes abuſed the people wich ſperious precences, 
the better to cloak their treaſonable: praftifes; for 
when it come+sio the couchitone,; what they profeffe ro 
build , they demoliſh, and intend nothing lefle then 
whac they ſpeak; But we may not think chere is 
muc 
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much as the leaft ſhow of reaſon that the Army fhould 
declare Aﬀts and Ordinances of Parliament void , yet 
nor all their laſt Afts, but only ſome few which crold 
the humors and delignes of theſe Gameſters : this, O 
Englant is one of thy priviledges , that thoſe bands, 
ties, and obligations which have been binding univer- 


fally, are cnt aſunder by that Sword which was drawn 


for thy defence, and a Viper bred in thine own bowels 
will lay thine honour m the duſt, and make thee a 
laughing ſtock to all the Nations round abour. 

Lec it be conſidered that As and Orders of Parkia- 
ment once palt cannot be made void by all the Armies, 
| mean, not legally ; bur co the preſent buſineſle, theſe 

erſons were (as is noted before ) ſufficiently acknow- 
[edged a Parlrament by the Soldiers , and therefore ir 
mult be creaſor- to a@ after ſich a rate as this : bur if 
we ſuppoſeas they attirm at the beginning of their De- 
claration, that they are only an appearance of Authort- 
ty 3 I fay, if this be admitted , has they were no Par- 
hament, becauſe of their interruption , what baſeneſſe 
was it in the Army to obtrude them upon the People as 
a Parliament 3 belides, if they were not , then 1s the 
Army disbanded , for they have no Commiſſions but 
what was granted from them , which are in no wiſe va» 
lid, they having no power togive or beſtow any ſuch 
thing ; and whoſoever a& by vertue of ſuch pretended 
Commiſlions are guilty of all the blood rhey ſhed, and 
of the higheſt Treaſons againſt che welfare of rhe Na» 
tion ; for they might as well have call'd ro Weſtminſter 
ſuch asare now made Preachers, ſome from the Loom, 
and others from the Coblers Stall. 

Laſtly, they declare chat cheir carneſt deſire is to a(- 
ſure a liberty to all che free born People of theſe Nas 
tions, as men, «s Chriſtians, to mamcain a painfull 
Goſpel-preaching Miniftery , by a lefſe vexatious way 
than Tiches, "that they have no aim to fet up an arbi- 
trary or millitary government ; but have providedthat 
the civill: and executive part 3 Government ſhall be 
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lodg'd in a Committee of ſafety , and they oblig'd ui a 
ſhort etime to prepares forme of Government eomport- 
ing witha Free State, without King or Houſe of Lords, 
andto regulate the Law. | 

I could never be ſatisfied with my beſt obſervation, 
why p Free State, or the government of theſe Nations 
as a Cocmanarectih » ſhould be cried up as a thing (o 
much tending to our pcace and liberty; we have all 
along beene accuſtomed ro Monarchy, all our Lawes, 
Cuſtoms, and Conſtitutions are framed accordingly ; 
and queſtionleſle ( all things confadered ) there can be 
go other reaſon given for it but this, that a Common- 
wealth is fo oppolite to the mindes of the major-part, 
that it neceflortly requires an Army to uphold it, which 
indeed is the only way to continue the profits, Autho- 
rities , and greatnefle of the Officers, and make the 
Army to ſurvive the everlaſting Parliament : whereas 
if the Peoples pI were ſuffered to be freely 
choſen, and to a& withour force put upon them ; or he 
admitted wheſe undoubred righr it is,a general tranqui- 
lity would enſue, and every man might fir down under 
his own Vine with ſafety. 

The liberty of the People is ſo manifeſtly crampled 
upon, that *ctis no ſmall wonder theſe men | uſe the 
word; the ſaying of Semxel, if it be inverted, may 
ſerve as a good charatter of theſe men, read them thus : 
Whoſe Oxe bave 1 not taken ? or wheſe Aſſe bave I wot ta- 
kew ? and to whom have I not done wrong ? 

The removing of Tithes, and regulation of the Laws, 
are things eafier to be ſpoken of then effefted, to be 
ſure not to be better'd by theſe groat Pretenders : 
Who ever knew Thieves help true men co their purſes, 
unlefle when they were empty ? but theſe fair promiſes 
muſt be as a Net {pread to take all ſorts of fiſh, to pleaſe 
as well the Anabaptiſt as the Presbyter z the one wich 
hopes of overthrowing Tithes ; the other wich coufi- 
dence of a bountifull tipend : The Law and Lawyers 


arc like to ſuffer deeply at this turn 3 and no T—_ 
or 
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for theſe men know full well what a ſevere cenſure the 
Law would pafſe upon their irregularities; how ſadly 
i would diſperſe and divide that monſtzous body be- 
eween Tiburn and Tower»bill: Bur if our grave Senators 
in former times have by long experience found our 
Lawes to be moſt fir, what can we ezpe& from ſuch 
Reformers as theſe , but that as Tinkers in mending 
one hole they ſhould make ten ? 

To conclude, Oliver Cromwels Tyranny was but as a 
few heat-drops, if compared to thole fi and ſhowres 
of Calamity red upon us by theſe inſatiate and 
blood-thirſty Wretches, enough to arme the hand of 
every man againſt them : and truly we hope they will 
in Gods due time meet with their reward; and as they 
have exerciſed an arbitrary power, contrary to all Law, 
they may be cut off without any formality of Law, In 
a word, they have deſtroyed the King and his poſterity, 
and now contend who ſhall be chiefe. 


The Lion Lamb they flue, aud now begin 
(The Lord be prais'd) to quarrel for his Skin, 


